
WO-196 c . 1840, c. 1900 
Burkhead House 
Berlin 
p r iva te 

Standing a t the intersection of Bay and Church s t ree ts in the hea r t 

of Berlin i s t h i s two-story frame house dat ing from two d is t inc t per iods . 

The r ea r two-story service wing i s the oldest section with i t s beaded 

weatherboards and decorative bed molding dat ing from the second quar t e r 

of the nineteenth century . The dis t inct ive swag motif, seen on other a rea 

houses, was accomplished with a d r i l l and a chisel or gouge. Ins ide the 

f i r s t and second floor rooms re ta in exposed beaded jo is t s . Around 1900 

the front side ha l l par lor addit ion followed the prevai l ing t a s t e s of the 

period with i t s corner tower and t u rn of the century woodwork. Both 

periods were prosperous times for the town of Berlin which a r e reflected 

in the prominent collections of s t ruc tures from each era . 



HISTORIC CONTEXT INFORMATION 

Resource Name: Burkhead House 

MHT Inventory Number: WO-196 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA: 

1) Historic Period Theme(s): 
ARCHITECTURE 

2) Geographic Orientation: 
EASTERN SHORE 

3) Chronological/Developmental Period(s): 
1815-1870 AGRICULTURAL - INDUSTRIAL TRANSITION 

4) Resource Type(s): 
1. SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING 



Survey No. W O - 1 9 6 

Magi No. 2 4 0 1 9 6 5 4 0 4 

DOE ye s no 
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name ( i n d i c a t e p r e f e r r e d name) 

historic 

and/or common BURKHEAD HOUSE 

2. Location 
street & number ' 6 B a y S t r e e t not for publication 

city, town B e r l i n vicinity of congressional district F i r s t 

state M a r y l a n d county W o r c e s t e r 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
_x_ building(s) 

structure 
site 

^ ^ _ object 

Ownership 
public 

A private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

X n o t a p p l i c a b l e 

Status 
^ occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
^ yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

.X private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g a d d r e s s e s of a l l owner s ) 

name D a v i d a n d J a c k i e B u r k h e a d 

street & number 16 Bay S t r e e t t e l e p h o n e n o . : 

city, town Berlin s t a t e and z i p code MD 21811 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y C l e r k o f C o u r t l i b e r 

street & number W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e f o l i o 

city, town Snov; H i l l state MD 2 1 8 6 3 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

titte Maryland Historic Sites Inventory 

date 1985 federal state - x _ county local 

lipository for survey records M a r y l a n d H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t 

city, town A n n a p o l i s state MP 2 1401 



7- Description s u r v e y N O . W 0 - 1 9 6 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered x original site 

?L good ruins _?L_ altered moved date of move 
fair unexposed 

Prepa re both a summary paragraph and a genera l d e s c r i p t i o n of the resource and i t s 
v a r i o u s elements as i t e x i s t s today . 

The Burkhead house, located a t 16 Bay Street , s tands at the 
intersection of Bay and Church streets in the center of Berlin, Worcester 
County, Maryland. The two-story, two-bay frame house faces northeast 
with the main gable oriented on a northwest/southeast axis . 

Built in two principal stages, the front portion of the frame house 
dates bD the turn of the twentieth century, while the two-story, two-bay 
r e a r wing was erected dur ing the second quar te r of the nineteenth 
century, probably around 1840. Supported by a minimal brick foundation, 
the house i s sheathed with a combination of plain and beaded edge 
weatherboards. The beaded weatherboards are limited to the rear wing. 
Asphalt shingles cover the various roofs. 

The northeast (main) facade is an asymmetrical two-bay elevation 
with a two-story polygonal tower rising on the northeast corner of the 
house. Covering the Bay Street side entrance and adjacent window 
opening is a flat roofed glassed in porch. Lighting the second floor are 
two unevenly spaced two-over-two sash windows. The adjacent tower is 
pierced by single-pane sash windows on each floor. 

The gable ends are defined by two-over-two sash windows on each 
each floor, and the attic is lighted by small two-over-two sash windows as 
well. The eaves of each gable end are slightly extended. A patch in the 
east gable end roof indicates the former location of the chimney stack 
which was removed below the roof level. 

The south side of the front block is largely covered by the two-
story early nineteenth-century section which is also lighted by two-over-
two sash windows on each floor. The first floor on the east side has been 
covered by a single-story enclosed shed room. Most noteworthy is the bed 
molding under the main cornice tha t follows a classical swag motif. Three 
bold gouges are interspersed with a circular drill pattern. I t appears the 
roof of the older section was rebuilt when the front section was attached 
since the eaves are extended in the same manner as the front section. 
Two-over-two sash windows flank the interior end brick stack. The most 
recent addition to the south end of the house is a single story shed roofed 
porch erected around 1980. 

The interiors have been changed through the years, but exposed 
beaded joists remain in the first and second floor rooms of the early 
nineteenth-century section. The original winder s ta i r , part of which 
remains on the second floor, was removed from i ts original southwest 
corner location on the first floor. Surviving upstairs is a four-panel attic 
s tair door and remnants of a plastered stair soffit. The front section is 
divided into a side hall /parlor plan with a turned baluster stair rising 
against the west wall. A turn of the twentieth-century mantel is fixed 
against the parlor chimney breast. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
140&-1499 

1^1500-1599 
^ ^ 1 6 0 0 - 1 6 9 9 

1700-1799 
-^t_ 1800-1899 

1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Checii and just i fy below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

-X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
Indiifitry 

invention 

Survey No. WO-196 

landscape architecture religion 
law science 
literature sculpture 
military social/ 
music humanitarian 
philosophy theater 
politics/government transportation 

other (specify) 

Specific dates Buiider/Arcliitect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B̂ ^ c D̂ 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: Â B̂ Ĉ D̂ Ê F̂ Ĝ 

Level of Significance: national state ^local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Burkhead house is an interesting frame dwelling that dates from 
two distinct periods, the early nineteenth century and the turn of the 
twentieth century. Both periods were prosperous times for the town which 
is reflected in the prominent collection of buildings from each era. The 
rear two-story service wing is the oldest section dating to around 1840. 
Distinctive period features include a classically inspired bed molding under 
the cornice tha t takes the form of stylized swags, beaded weatherboards, 
and series of exposed beaded joists on the first and second floors. The 
two-story side hall/parlor front section is a modest c. 1900 Queen Anne 
style addition tha t boasts a corner tower. 



9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s Survey No. WO-196 

1 0 . G e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale. 

UTM References do NOT c o m p l e t e UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title P a u l B . T o u a r t , A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

organization W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y date 9 / 5 / 8 8 

street & number W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e telephone 6 3 2 - 1 0 9 4 

cityortown Snow H i l l state MD 2 1863 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found In the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and Inventory are being prepared for Information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any Infringement of 
Individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 



Maryland Historieal Trust 
State Historic Inventory Form 

Survey No. WO-196 

Magi No. 2401965304 

DOE yes no 

1 . Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

and/or common Burkhead House 

2. Locations 
street & number 16 Bay S t r e e t not for publication 

city, town Berlin vicinity of congressional disfrlct 1st 

state Maryland county W o r c e s t e r 

3. Classification 
CiStegory 

district 
_ building(s) 

structure 
site 

_ object 

Ownership 
public 
plrjvpt^ 
both 

Public Acquisitiott . 
in process ••; <> 
toeing considered. 

n o t a p p l i c a b l e 

' S t a t u s 
Occupied 
unoccupied 
wqrlc m progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 

no 

Present Use;. 
_agrici<l ture -

. conimefcist 
educational' 
entertarnrpenti. 
goyernoient 
IhdustFlat 

military. 

' 

. museum 
park 

. private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation • 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name David and Jackie Burkhead 

street & number 16 Bay St. telephone no. :.1-301-641-0211 

city, town Berlin State and Zip code Maryland 21811 

5. Location of l e g a l Description 
courthouse, registry Of deeds, etc/ Worcester County Courthouse 

street & number Market St. 

l i b e r 

f o l i o 

city, town Snow Hill state Maryland 

R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g Historical surveys 

title 
date 

federal state county local 

pository for survey records 

cfty.town state 

(give names, and mailing- addresses- of a l l owners) 



7. Description Survey No. WO-196 

Condition 
excellent 
good 

•̂  fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

^ altered 

Check one 
- ^ original site 

moved date o f move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Burkhead house at the corner of Bay and Church St. is 
a 2^ story, wood frame dwelling with gable roof and brick foundation. 
The house is basically T-shaped, the two parts having been built at 
different times. The top of the T contains the principal facade 
and faces Bay street. A two story octagonal tower is located at the 
left or NE corner of the facade. Excepting the tower, this section is 
2 bays across by 2 bays deep, the entrance being located in the 
right bay of the front facade, concealed by a one story enclosed 
porch extending from the tower across the front. Tower windows are 
1/1; first floor windows are 1/1 with second floor windows being 2/2. 
This section has a boxed cornice and 6" weatherboards. 

The rear section of the dwelling, forming the stem of the T, 
is also 2x2 bays with 2/2 windows. Its siding, in contrast to the 
other section, is 6' beaded weatherboards with a notable frieze board 
on the gable sides below a boxed cornice. The frieze board exhibits 
drilled swags alternating with a triglyph motif, similar to that 
of Kenwood (WO-77). Further evidence of this section's Federal 
construction was found in post and beam construction uncovered during 
renovation, as well as beaded rafters, painted floor board on the 
second floor. 

A one story enclosed porch addition is located on the E. 
or Church St. side of the Federal section, as well as a 1984 rear 
addition extending across one bay of the S. facade. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 

^ _ 1400-1499 
B . 1500-1599 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_2^1800-1899 
_ i L l 9 0 0 -

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

^ architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
Industry 
invention 

Survey No. WO-196 

landscape architecture religion 
law science 
literature sculpture 
military social/ 
music humanitarian 
philosophy theater 
politics/government transportation 

other (specify) 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B̂ Ĉ D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B̂ Ĉ D̂ Ê F̂ G 

Level of Significance: ^national state x local 

Prepare both a sixramary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Burkhead house is clearly linked to Berlin's Federal 
houses by the construction and details of design. Its evidence of 
fire damage in the rafters may further link it to one of Berlin's 
three fires, 1895, 1902, or 1904. The front section, not clearly 
datable, is however, an example of the kind of structures built in 
the town in the late 19th or early 20th century. 

# 

Of further interest is the discovery, during research by 
e owner, that this property was originally known as the pound of the 
d Berlin Hotel. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WO-196 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name 

UTM References do NOT c o m p l e t e UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

Quadrangle scale 

Verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n and j us t i f i ca t i on 

L is t a l l s t a t e s and c o u n t i e s for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 . Form Prepared By 
name/title J a c k i e B u r k h e a d / P a g e Hammond 

organization B e r l i n H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t Commissiondate J a n u a r y , 1986 

street & number 3 1 3 S . M a i n S t r e e t telephone 6 4 1 - 0 7 3 3 

city or town B e r l i n state M a r y l a n d 

The Maryland H i s t o r i c S i t e s Inventory was o f f i c i a l l y c rea t ed by 
an Act of the Maryland L e g i s l a t u r e to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, A r t i c l e 4 1 , Sec t ion 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory a re being prepared for informat ion and 
record purposes only and do not c o n s t i t u t e any infringement of 
i n d i v i d u a l p r o p e r t y r i g h t s . 

r e t u r n t o : Maryland H i s t o r i c a l Trust 
Shaw House 
21 S ta t e C i r c l e 
Annapol is , Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 







WO-196 
Burkhead House (David Truitt House) 
16 Bay Street, Berlin 
Worcester County Tax Map 300, P. 1486 



wo- 196 
BURKHEAD HOUSE 
Berlin, MD Quadrangle 
1967 - ! *••• 






























